Markgravestraat 19-21, 2000 Antwerp.
Belgium. Telephone: (031) 31 56 25.
Cable address : Interpoint

Telex : 33999 Point B

‘World News in Depth. Published fortnightly

Managing Director : Ernst Smit

Editors: Anthony Mertens

Gordon van der Merwe

Managing Editor : Horst Peters

Deputy Editors: Alan Dean, Richard Wilson
Editorial Staff: David North (Senior), Graham Fysh,
Hans Germani, Philip Grenard, Pat Lefevere, James
Mahoney, Didi Moore, Flavia Morrison.

Correspondents and Associates :

EUROPE : Athens: Evangelos Antonaros,

Belgrade: Joan Gaborov. Bern: Hansjiirg Saager.

Brussels: Peter Lynch, Howard Williams, Cologne : John

Bouwer. Copenhagen : Chris Follett. Dublin: Arturo F.

Gonzalez. Edinburgh: John Ayres, Robert D. Kernohan.

Geneva: Rod Chapman. Istanbul: Dimitri Nesteroff.

London: David Fletcher, Moona ffrench-Hodges,

Veronica Kruger, Matthew Lewin, lan Mather, Terry

O'Connor. Madrid: Harry Debelius, Robert Richards.

Malmé : Eric Brodin, Munich: Peter Hornung. Paris:

Paul Giniewski, Martin Holt, Romg : Giuseppe

Dall*Ongaro, Massimo Tosti. Vienna: Dixon Hsu,

Peter Lessing.

AFRICA : To The Point International News Service:

Abidjan, Algiers, Cairo, Dakar, Dar es Salaam, Freetown,

Johannesburg, Kinshasa, Lagos, Nairobi, Rabat, Tunis,

Tripoli, Yaoundé.

NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA : Chicago: Jameson

Campaigne Jr. Miami: Colin Dangaard. New York:

Jeff Endrst, Anthony de Vito. Ottawa: Donald Coxe.
Puerto Rico: Earl Copeland Jr. Toronto: John Phillips.

Washi Allan C. il : John

Makulowich, Gail Shiner. Buenos ‘Aires: Marsha Tnylor

Montevideo: Alphonse Max.

MIDDLE AND FAR EAST : Amman: John Bonar. Bangkok :

Guy Beirut: Mi Heston. Colomb

D. Wickramanayake. Hong Kong: Alan Castro, Sheila

Gardiner. Jerusalem : Philip Gillon, Donna Rosenthal,

New Dethi:S.R. Mohan Das. Singapore: Dietrich Strasser.

‘Taipei: Joe Nerbonne, Chen Yih. Teheran: Yousof

Mazandi. Tel Aviv: Harold Blumberg. Tokyo: Henri

Hymans.

SOUTH PACIFIC : Canberra: Peter Samuel. Christchurch:

Rick Swinard. Sydney : Bob Cummins, Edwin Maher.

Prof. Christiaan Barnard, John Fisher, Dr. Otto von

Habsburg, Jan Heitink, Prof. Richard Pattee,

Patrick Wall MP.

Layout: Paul Aitchison.

Copyright exchange: Le Point, Paris -

To The Point, Johannesburg.

Advertising Sales Manager : Brian Bowes

Production and

Circulation Manager : H. van der Masch Spakler
Circulation Assistant: Hans Elekan
Administration Manager: A. Van Cleemput
United States Mailing Agent:

pean k , Inc.
11-03 46th Avenue, Long Island:City, New York 11101.

Second Class Postage Paid at Long Island

City and Additional Oftmes

‘Owned and published by

TO THE POINT KNTERNATIONAL N.V. Belgium

Filmsetting: De Schutter, Antwerp, Belgium.
Printing : Smeets Offset, Weert, the Netherlands.

Publisher and Chairman:
Hubert G. Jussen.

Chairman Editorial Board :
Martin W. Duyzings.
Assistant to the Publisher:
Dr. I. von Jacobi.

TO THE POINT INTERNATIONAL

is a European-based fortnightly magazine offering
objective analysis of world events. It provides a
special section on the fastdcvelopmg counmes of

Africa, thus ing a h if be-
tween that vital continent and the rest of the world.
Copyright 1975

CE@NTENT

World in Depth: Counting the casualties of an endless war ................ T 6

Xm‘“& 7
Starfighter follow-up: the dogfight gets hotter 8
US moves in the oil war: the coming crunch 10
As Brezhnev's red carpet rolls back, the shoe-fill shuffle .................. TR . 12
Point Report: The time-bomb truce explodes 14
People: Who's in the news 16

Business & Finance: Oil-shocked Japan steels itself .
In-the-red China, aiming for expansion
The ship-makers founder on the economic rocks
That's the way the Arab oil money goes
Hobday’s Choice: Which work do you firm for?

;"' African nd: Big Jim's

jaunt: Where he went; who he

i saw; and what it meant 27
Mobutu's Ten Commandments for a new, authentic Zaire ................ccee.vereens w30
Angola’s freedom in-fighters form a fragile front 31
Ethiopia: the Arab tug-o'-war over Eritrea 33
Point Analysis : Minthoff takes a not-s0-slow boat 1o China .............ceceeeennnes, 36
Environment: Devastated Darwin and the pangs of rebirth ..... . 38

Medicine: Nigeria gets the blame for cholera OUtbreak ..............c.......cccoveeerees 40
Education: To defrost a German fridge, first untie the tongue ...........c.ccc......... 43
The Law: The cost of lost love, and the Mention of it ..................cccceevvwisiesnen 45
Sport: The girls’ goal — self-rule soccer 46

= R men from the Guinness BOOK oot armiiosssnsyisithotss 48

Cinema: That's Entertainment that was, back in (show) business ................. 49

Art: The art of being a patron, by Peggy Guggenheim ................. PENERTR 50

Books: What Nkrumah said to Stokely Carmichael ..............errsssivssussiens 53
8

JANUARY 25, 1975 TO THE POINT INTERNATIONAL

Letters




JANUARY 25, 1975 TO THE POINT INTERNATIONAL

Vol. 2, No.2 January 25, 1975
published fortmghtly

Letters

Chris Follett purports (vol. 1, issue 18) to give an
‘account of Kare Holt’ s most recent novel, Kap-
plopet. (Please observe the spelling; the reviewer
had both the author and the book’s title wrong).
Kapplgpet is a repulsive novel. Frequent references
to recorded incidents serve the purpose of lending it
an unearned air of documentary objectivity. Facts
and fiction, half-truths and lies, mixed with the
author s blased interpretations, are employed to
paint an ugly picture of Roald Amundsen. Chris
Follett commits the error of literally swallowing
Holt’s product hook, hne and sinker. Uncritically,
even gleefully, he accepts the wildly-distorted
image of Roald Amundsen which Holt presents.
Kére Holt’s motive for writing this book is easy to
comprehend. He wants to be a leveller. The very
idea of Greatness is deplorable and unbearable to
him. In Holt’s ideal universe of anti-heroes, drop-
outs and losers there could be no place for an
individual with such exceptional qualities as
Amundsen. Holt had to cut Amundsen down to his
own proportions. So it’s understandable — although
by no means excusable — that he wrote the book.
One sees no rational explanation, however, for
Follett’s conduct He actually manages to out-Holt
Holt himself in mastering the ignoble Art of Smear-
ing. Where is the motive ? Why this weird display
of such mahce ignorance and stupidity ?
0.G. Skagestad Oslo.
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‘Letters

Your story on the progress of women (vol. 2, issue
1) was very interesting; but it’s important to point
out that there is still a long way to go. According to
a report by the International Labour Office, a
working woman today often earns only half as much
as a man in the same job and, taking her home duties
into account, sometimes works twice as long as her
husband each week.

Inequities in pay are still the rule despite laws
demanding equal pay for equal work. And even
more important are the ‘‘institutional’’ inequities :
Women are 'often handicapped by lack of vocational
guidance: parents are more likely to pay for a son’s
education than a daughter’s: and, in a time of
widespread unemployment, women are often consi-
dered a threat. The labelling of women’s and men’s
jobs is a major obstacle in achieving equality,
especially as the wages for women’s occupations are
inevitably lower than men’s.

I agree that things are improving, with the
growing awareness. Project’s like the ILO confer-
ence on labour equality and the United Nation’s
proclamation of Year of Women can only help the
improvement to continue.

Claudette Régni, Paris.

News item 1: Margaret Thatcher advised house-
wives in Britain to hoard tins of food as a hedge
against rising prices. News Item 2: The Bangladesh
government has introduced the death penalty for
being found guilty of hoarding food.

How can you choose such a woman for your main
story ? Surely as an internationally recognised
economist and a potential prime minister, she might
well concern herself with global food problems
rather than the narrow interests of suburban wives.

O. Lucien, Montevideo, Uruguay.

Will you please tell whoever made the contribution
to your ‘‘Womanpower *75"" story that Finland was
not the first country in the world to give women the
vote. This claim to fame belongs to New Zealand.
Finland was the first only in Europe.

Seamus Marney, Wellington, New Zealand.

I want to tell you how much I enjoyed your story on
architectural heritage year (vol. 2, issue 1). As an
American living in Europe, I have become a great
fan of old architecture. Everything from art nouveau
to medieval Flemish style — each building is a
remarkable gem. That unique beauty is something
that modern architecture has not been able to
capture. It was interesting, too, to note that your
writer is an American because I have found that
Americans seem to appreciate the beauty of Euro-
pean architecture more than the Europeans who have
grown up with it. In any case, in the age of bad
news, I was delighted to read some good news —
the proclamation of . heritage year.

Edward Fisch, Rotterdam.

I am already a subscriber to other news magazines ;
but yours is the most international. Unlike other
magazines, which operate from New Delhi for
South-East coverage, your correspondent is as-
signed to Ceylon. I wish to read reports which shed
more light on Ceylon’s Tamil problems and on their
agitation against Sinhala government laws and regu-
lations that make them second-class citizens. They
have been agitating not only in Ceylon, but also in
London, and drawing support from all over the East
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and Far East. Unfortunately, British and American
news media have blacked out this news and only a
number of Western intellectuals are aware of it.

1 have had a chance of reading your report
(vol. 1, issue 13) entitled ‘‘Paddyfield purge’’. The
fifth paragraph states that the Tamils predominant in
the north and east parts of Ceylon were the descen-
dants of tea and rubber plantation workers, brought
by British planters from Tassiel Nadu. In fact, the
Tamils were the descendants of warriors and mer-
chants from the south Indian kingdoms.

The Tamil and Sinhalese communities were
joined together under British rule and, when the
British bowed out in 1948, no solution was provided
for communal problems so that, under the so-called
parliamentary system, the Tamil community had to
accept Sinhala rule. It is evident that, only since
1948, have the Tamils had to submit to a system
which has deprived them of self-government and,
of adequate representation to protect their rights.

““Vijay’’, London.

A paper that brings to the reader’s attention the
Peking and Moscow infiltration in Africa (vol. 1,
issue 19-20), without mentioning the Washington
neo-colonialism of the so-called free world, is not
worth a subscription.

Frank Colognese, Turin.

Chris Follett purports (vol. 1, issue 18) to give an
account of Kare Holt’s most recent novel, Kap-
plopet. (Please observe the spelling; the reviewer
had both the author and the book’s title wrong).
Kapplgpet is a repulsive novel. Frequent references
to recorded incidents serve the purpose of lending it
an unearned air of documentary objectivity. Facts
and fiction, half-truths and lies, mixed with the
author’s biased interpretations, are employed to
paint an ugly picture of Roald Amundsen. Chris
Follett commits the error of literally swallowing
Holt’s product hook, line and sinker. Uncritically,
even gleefully, he accepts the wildly-distorted
image of Roald Amundsen which Holt presents.
Kare Holt’s motive for writing this book is easy to
comprehend. He wants to be a leveller. The very
idea of Greatness is deplorable and unbearable to
him. In Holt’s ideal universe of anti-heroes, drop-
outs and losers there could be no place for an
individual with such exceptional qualities as
Amundsen. Holt had to cut Amundsen down to his
own proportions. So it’s understandable — although
by no means excusable — that he wrote the book.
One sees no rational explanation, however, for
Follett’s conduct. He actually manages to out-Holt
Holt himself in mastering the ignoble Art of Smear-
ing. Where is the motive ? Why this weird display
of such malice, ignorance and stupidity ?
0.G. Skagestad, Oslo.

Did you intend, in your otherwise rather too-friendly
Mobutu Profile (vol. 1, issue 19-20), to wreck the
economy of Zaire by giving its currency unit a value
of 50 US cents? As far as I know, one Zaire
amounts to about two dollars. This is the normal rate
at the Brussels Stock Exchange, and they still do a
lot of business with the former Congo.

Francis Dumoulin, Brussels.

We did not intend to devalue the Zaire, but made the
mistake of thinking, correctly, that one dollar equals
0.5 Zaire — and writing the opposite.

N
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